HEALTH PROFESSIONAL MODERNIZATION ACT (DRAFT, OCTOBER 25, 2012)

SUMMARY

The Health Professional Modernization Act addresses a problem that plagues states all over
the country: lack of access to quality primary care. Generally, people think of their
physicians when they talk about primary care providers, but there is a myriad of other
avenues to quality primary care. For example, nurse practitioners are trained to handle the
vast majority of basic primary care needs, but throughout many states, they are limited in
their ability to do so by overly restrictive scope of practice laws.

By freeing advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) to practice to the full extent of their
education and training, states can increase their citizens’ access to quality primary care. The
Act also protects citizens by putting all APRNs underneath the authority of their respective
boards in their states. Also, the Act puts the regulation of these APRNs underneath the
authorities that understand them best but that still operate su&c’t to the will of thﬁ

legislature. 0
QO o

America’s doctors are the best in the world, and they s bexdealing wij orld class
issues of care. The basic primary care needs can be @/ed m vely by freeing
all of our APRNs to practice to the full extent of now, e an i

MODEL LEGISLATION

Section 1. Short Title. This Act shall be wn as @Heal&)fessmnal Modernization

Act.” (bg\

Section 2. Definitions. 6 Q 6\

A. In this Act, “advanced pr& regi @ means a nurse practitioner, nurse
anesthetist, nurse-midwi \o clini

{insert state licensi te}

urse ialist who holds a license issued under
1. Has succ;sfully comple

education program accr
the respective board
nurse anesthetist,(nu,

graduate-level advanced practice registered nursing
by a national accrediting organization recognized by
repares the nurse to function as a nurse practitioner,
-midwife, or clinical nurse specialist;

2. Ifthee program required under Paragraph 1 was completed after
January T, , has met requirements established or recognized by the respective
board for national certification;

3. Is licensed by the respective board to provide nursing care in an area with a
targeted population group recognized and approved by the respective board; and

4. Meets requirements established by the respective board for continued
competence.

B. The term “advanced practice registered nurse” is synonymous with “advanced nurse
practitioner” and “advanced practice nurse”.
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Section 3. Scope of Practice.
A. Primary care by an advanced practice registered nurse is based on:

1. Knowledge and skills acquired in basic nursing education;
2. Licensure as a registered nurse;

3. Successful completion of a graduate-level advanced practice registered nursing
program accredited by a national accrediting organization recognized by the
respective board;

4. Current certification in accordance with {insert reference to state occupations
code or similar chapter} by a national certifying body recognized by the respective
board in the appropriate advanced practice registered n smg role approved%y the
respective board; and &

5. Nursing care provided in an area with at Ieas?Q eted pop n group
recognized and approved by the respective @ @

B. Practice as an advanced practice reglstere eis expa scope of nursing

practice in a role approved by the respe t| ar th a targeted
population group recognized and appro@ 'yqti\&ectl ard with or without
d inclu

compensation or other personal pro s the e of practice of a registered
nurse. .

C. The scope of practlce Qf van glstered nurse includes, but is not
limited to, advanced a ent osm crlblng, and ordering.

D. An advanced ;e re@thed nu &Qmay serve as a primary care provider of record.

Section 4. Applicability to Prim @are Providers.
A. This Act does not limit or Ify the scope of practice of a registered nurse who is not an
advanced practice regist@ rse approved by the board.

B. The scope of p of a registered nurse includes any act of professional nursing the
nurse is authoriZzed\to perform under this Act.

Section 5. Licensure. A person may not practice or offer to practice advanced practice
registered nursing in this state unless the person is licensed as an advanced practice
registered nurse under this Act.

Section 6. Application. An applicant for an advanced practice registered nurse license shall
submit to the respective board an application on the form prescribed by the respective

board, any required fee, and any other information required by the respective board.

Section 7. Practice by Primary Care Provider.
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A. An advanced practice registered nurse who holds a license issued under this Act may:

1. Diagnose, prescribe, and institute therapy or referrals of patients to health care
agencies, health care providers, and community resources; and

2. Plan and initiate a therapeutic regimen that includes ordering and prescribing
medical devices and equipment, nutrition, and diagnostic and supportive services,
including home health care, hospice, physical therapy, and occupational therapy.

B. An advanced practice registered nurse shall practice as a licensed independent
practitioner in accordance with standards established and recognized by the respective
board to protect the public health and safety.

C. An advanced practice registered nurse is accountable to patients, the nursing profession,

and the respective board for: &’ %

1. Complying with the requirements of this Act; 6

5 O
2. Providing quality advanced nursing care;
> S &

3. Recognizing the nurse’s limits of kr@@jge @ expe%

4. Planning for the manageme&t\@snua}gébeyo& nurse’s expertise; and
5. Consulting with or ref6 pat@cgo ogébaealth care providers as

appropriate. @

Section 8. Prescribing i thori

A. The respective b ing and ordering authority in accordance with
this Act through t@ d practice registered nursing license to a
registered nurse approved by the respective board to practice as an advanced practice
registered nurse. \,

B. As authorized by the r@ ive board, an advanced practice registered nurse may
prescribe, procure, ad ster, and dispense dangerous drugs and controlled substances.

Section 9. Notwithst nding {insert section of state occupations code}, as added by this Act,
an advanced practice registered nurse who has been approved by the respective board to
provide advanced nursing care is not required to hold a license as an advanced practice
registered nurse until {insert date}.

Section 10. {Severability Clause}

Section 11. {Repealer Clause}
Section 12. {Effective Date}
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PATIENT ACCESS EXPANSION ACT (DRAFT, OCTOBER 25, 2012)

SUMMARY

This Act prohibits maintenance of licensure, maintenance of certification, and specialty
certification as state requirements to practice medicine. It also prohibits the state medical
board from funding the Federation of State Medical Boards.

MODEL LEGISLATION
Section 1. Short Title. This Act shall be known as the "Patient Access Expansion Act."

Section 2. Prohibition of Maintenance of Licensure, Maintenance of Certification, Specialty
Certification to Practice Medicine.

The state of {insert state} is prohibited from requiring any form of,maintenance of licensure,
maintenance of certification, or original certification by a speci medical board, |(9%er to
practice medicine within the state. 6

Section 3. Prohibition of State Funding of Federation ate I\I@ical B
The {insert state medical board} is prohibited from mg der of State Medical

Boards (FSMB). Funds from physician licensures no and the state of
{insert state} shall not permit any money to i@rwar FS&B m this state.
Section 3. {Severability Clause} Qé C)(b

Section 4. {Repealer Clause}

Section 5. {Effective Date} 6 OQ 6\®
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