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Center for Media and
Democracy's quick summary

From the older resolutions in support of Fast
Track Trade Promotion Authority-- which was
used to push a permanent normal trading
relationship with China through Congress in
2000 with little discussion or debate-- to more
recent resolutions in support of the proposed
Colombia Free Trade Agreement, ALEC has
consistently urged its members to support a
radical "free trade" agenda. This free trade
agenda has cost America millions of jobs as
factories closed and moved overseas in search
of cheaper labor. Since 2001, an estimated 2.4
million American jobs have been lost to China
alone. Now a diverse array of service sector
jobs, from accounting and tax preparation to
health care and credit card servicing, are being
offshored under these agreements. Such free
trade agreements also allow public health,
consumer, environmental and worker safety
rules to be challenged as "barriers to trade" in
trade tribunals that operate outside the
constraints of U.S. law.

ALEC has also been a major promoter of the
U.S. tobacco industry, which seeks to hook new
generations of smokers on their products
around the world. Reynolds Tobacco is on the
International Relations Task Force of ALEC.
ALEC has a trade resolution specifically
advancing a newer tobacco product called
Snus, a moist tobacco product often marketed
to the young with fruit flavors. Reynolds
produces Camel Snus in four flavors and is not
happy that this dangerous product is banned in
most of Europe.
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From the older resolutions in support of Fast Track Trade Promotion Authority-- which was used to push a permanent normal trading relationship with China through Congress in 2000 with little discussion or debate-- to more recent resolutions in support of the proposed Colombia Free Trade Agreement, ALEC has consistently urged its members to support a radical "free trade" agenda. This free trade agenda has cost America millions of jobs as factories closed and moved overseas in search of cheaper labor. Since 2001, an estimated 2.4 million American jobs have been lost to China alone. Now a diverse array of service sector jobs, from accounting and tax preparation to health care and credit card servicing, are being offshored under these agreements. Such free trade agreements also allow public health, consumer, environmental and worker safety rules to be challenged as "barriers to trade" in trade tribunals that operate outside the constraints of U.S. law.

Spare4
Text Box
ALEC has also been a major promoter of the U.S. tobacco industry, which seeks to hook new generations of smokers on their products around the world. Reynolds Tobacco is on the International Relations Task Force of ALEC. ALEC has a trade resolution specifically advancing a newer tobacco product called Snus, a moist tobacco product often marketed to the young with fruit flavors. Reynolds produces Camel Snus in four flavors and is not happy that this dangerous product is banned in most of Europe.




